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failed John Churchill succeeded. We kept Louis XIV from
the Channel ports; we preserved the independence of Holland;
we conquered Gibraltar, took from France Nova Scotia, and
regained Newfoundland; we prevented the union of the French
and Spanish thrones; meanwhile, we defeated two Jacobite
rebellions. Throughout the century our main effort was at sea,
in the East, and in the new world. We dispatched small
forces first under George II and then under Cumberland to
help our continental ally Austria in the war of the Austrian
Succession, and in the Seven Years War we assisted our ally
Prussia with a small force which fought under Prince Ferdinand
of Brunswick in defence of Hanover. In the wars against
Napoleon we assisted our ally Portugal from 1809 to 1813 with
another small force of thirty thousand men, first under Sir
John Moore and then under Wellington, but, with the almost
accidental exception of Waterloo, from the end of Marl-
borough's campaigns until ist July 1916, no British Army
of commanding power sought a military decision on an
important European battlefield. Marlborough fought Louis
XIV with men; we fought his successors with money paid
to Prussia; we fought Napoleon (save for the brief episode
of his return) by sea power, and by the counter-blockade
which forced into action the coalition which defeated him at
Leipzig.

It was a policy of great hazard. From the war of the
Austrian Succession we gained nothing; from the Seven Years
War we gained Canada, Florida, part of Louisiana, Senegal,
three West Indian Islands, and a free hand in India. In the
American War of Independence, when France allied herself
with the rebels in 1777, we were defeated not only by the
colonists on land but by the French at sea. In 1780 an
American privateer, Paul Jones, captured an English frigate in
sight of Scarborough, strangely enough one of the only two
English towns shelled by the enemy's fleet in the war of 1914-18;
the French admiral, de Grasse, was master of the Indian Ocean,
Gibraltar was besieged and the American colonies were lost.
Only when, in 1782, Rodney regained command of the sea by
defeating de Grasse near Saint Lucia, in the West Indies, was
England able to make peace.